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PREFACE

This manual describes the doctrinal and tactical employment of the
reconnaissance platoon in airborne, air assault, and light infantry battal-
ions. It provides the reconnaissance platoon’s leaders with tactics, tech-
niques, and procedures to exploit its reconnaissance and security
capabilities, to reduce its vulnerabilities, and to enable its parent battalion
to obtain the information necessary to win on the battlefield.

This manual also provides guidance for employing the reconnais-
sance platoon or infantry platoons that conduct reconnaissance and secu-
rity operations. The estimate of the situation determines how to apply
the doctrine in this manual.

This manual complements FM 7-8 and FM 7-20. Since the reconnais-
sance platoon is a critical battalion asset comprising specially trained
infantrymen, platoon leaders must understand FM 7-8 and FM 7-20. This
manual reemphasizes information from other manuals that are of critical
importance and especially useful to scouts. This does not relieve the user
of the responsibility of referring to other manuals for in-depth discussions
of particular subjects. How to train the reconnaissance platoon is ad-
dressed in ARTEP 7-92-MTP.

Although this manual does not implement any international agree-
ments, the material presented herein is in accordance with related inter-
national agreements.

The proponent of this publication is the US Army Infantry School.
Send comments and recommendations on DA Form 2028 (Recom-
mended Changes to Publications and Blank Forms) directly to Comman-
dant, US Army Infantry School, ATTN: ATSH-ATD, Fort Benning,
Georgia 31905-5000.

Unless this publication states otherwise, masculine nouns and pro-
nouns do not refer exclusively to men.
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